36                                   MYTHOLOGY OF THE ABYAN NATIONS.
BOOK Indra first sat on him, the Gandharva took hold of his x-^l^ rein/1 It was inevitable that, when the word ceased to be understood in its original sense, the brightness of the clouds which seem to stretch in endless ranks to the furthermost abyss of heaven should suggest the notion of a wisdom which Phoibos receives from Zeus but cannot impart in its fulness to Hermes. What part of the heaven is there to which the cloud may not wander 9 what secret is there in nature which Cheiron cannot lay bare P There were, however, other traditions, one of which asserted that Asklepios wrought his wonderful cures through the blood of Gorgo, while another related of him the story which is assigned elsewhere to Polyidos the son of Eoiranos.2 But like almost all the other beingp to whose kindred he belonged, Askl&pios must soon die* The doom of Patroklos and Achilleus, SarpedSn and Memn&n, was upon him also. Either Zeus feared that men, once possessed of the secret of Asklepios, might conquer death altogether, or Plouton complained that his kingdom would be left desolate; and the thunderbolt which crushed Phaethon smote down the benignant son of Phoibos, and the sun-god in his vengeance slew the Kykl6pes, the fashioners of the fiery lightnings for the lord of heaven.3 But throughout Hellas Asklepios remained the healer and the restorer of life, and accordingly the serpent is everywhere his special emblem, as the mythology of the Linga would lead us to expect.4
The stories     The myth of Ixi&n exhibits the sun as bound to the four-
andXAtias.  spoked wheel which is whirled round everlastingly in the
sky.5    In that of Sisyphos we see the same being condemned
1  Max Miiller, Lectures, second series,        5 rtrpdwafjiov 3e<rjj.6v.    Pind. l?yfh. 515.                                                      ii.  80.   This  wheel reappears in the
2  Apollod. lii.   10, 3, and in. 3,   1.    Gaelic story of  the Widow and  her This story, as we have already seen, is    Daughters, Campbell,  ii   265, and in that of the Snake Leaves, and reappears    Gnmm's German tale of the Iron Stove. in Hindu as well as in Teutonic fairy    The treasure-house of IxJon, which none tales.   See vol. i, p. 1 60.                         may enter without being either destroyed
8 Apollod. lii. 10, 4. Diod. iv 71.    like Hesioneus or betrayed by marks of
In the Iliad, A&klfrpios is simply the    gold or blood, reappears in a va&t
blameless healer, who is the father of    number of popular stows, and is the
Macha6n and Podalemos, the wise    foundation of the story of Bluebeard.
physicians, who accompany the Achaians    Compare the Woodcutter's Child in
to Hion. These are descendants of    Grimm's collection. The sequel of the
Paieon.                                                  Gaelic tale already mentioned represents
* See section xii. of, this chapter.           Grimm's legend of the Feather Bird.